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.Sterlhlg Machine Celebrates New Building
By Kevin Johnson
Editor '.

ENFIELD- A d~3de after becom-
ing owners of Sterling Machine,
brolhen Greg and Tom Caravella
ope:ned their new ]),000 square
foot facility J3~ Thursday at 4
Pee:rles3Way in front of iItbroug of
employees, local officials and U,S.'
Congressman Rob Simmons.

The CamveJlas said their compa-
ny- Which makes: aerospace p~
UCfS-had outgrown tbeii- previous
location, a 16,000 square foot f3cil-
fry on Po.st Road whicb is now
available far lease or sale.

"'The place got very' crowded.
There was no elbQw room. no room
to-work-and excel atwhat.you do,"
said Tom.C.uaveDa. who has been
with the company for 17 years.
'"QuI' guys put Iheir bea.rtand soul-
into building this (Dew facility) into
lite way-it needed to be cus!omiud
in order for USto get our products
out faster and better. They love it-
from aJllbe input we got- because
of the room, to work now, It's not
cramp e d an ym 0 re" ..

Throughout Thursday's .::eremo~
tl1eCaravellas often described mill
company- which'- includes 45
employees-uljeIDg a i:1cse family.
Greg Caiavclla. who bas been with
lhe C()mp,any23 years, Pointed 1.0
tbe. C<f!I194D-is"newlogo- which
WiISdesigned by an employee fol-
lowing aconlest- as, &nex3IDple_of
11family atmosphere inside Sterling:
Machine. And it's a funily the
CanveJ.J:u wanted to keep together"
when it came time-tIF100kfor a
pl2ceto build. U . 0- - ',' ...:.

"Wl;didu.'t want to lw.e anybody;"
S3.id-.TomCaravella. "One of tJi.e

Ire):tbings \IfiS't0 staYin thecun-
, maybec~. the mei~ a little
sopth: or:)os:th:- buf.:,.~yingiit:,:
Enfield~madCaU tbe~- in the-:
world~ewe.'velwt5o II1.UC.h. ~
hJStoiyb~~::c". ,.'-..: -

."TheymadC.:-iuieffon.tO be;btn:
and we nwh;.~ etrori to-keep ~ ,
here," added ToWn MaDagei:Scott:,
Shanley,ane of the guestspUkezs..

at tbeceremOny.'- "Fifty-,~'1e3rs.~of u'

cOOunitment tUthis comDiumty: is .
very im-pre5Sive. They. c6luitDi"ve:r

buill-anY1'i.,here:and th~y.:choSe:-
Enfte,I,!L,":"-: ~.. ','::?'~:,

The C()mpan}'~has been iri.Enijeld":
5ince the.--mid,.1950s.;.;and"tbe-)

C am ve lIas' firth eT"~ am e- 3. partIr eT i

~~7'e.:u.ly 127~ ~~~Jacility::-:~
rncfUiIes~O~()()O'square feet, for:

-m~rr and "jooll.' 'i
~'~ ;:~-=-".c .", -', ~;.l;,-..~t=.,.

feet~'~fi,:?~~e. spa~~~~.M9St': Ol. ;
Sterling Machine's work is' with

-, ---,-,,--~ - ~,~-~

helicopter parts for clienfssuch as -
Sikorsky. Rep. Simmons "said be
fights for cl~fense contractS that
belp local aerospQ.Cegi:wISsuch as
Sikorsky and Kaman which in !Urn
helps companies, such as Sterling
,Machine. But the credit, said
Simm<JJlS,rests with businessmen
like the CanveIlas..
-/~'The::liottmD.Iine is ~ di'it-

wi>rlc.3:~;rtthe C()~ lead-
~. !i4~~Calave.!]~ brothm- '
aDd:1firii-~ toinv~,
time; ~ and capi1a1in-,the.
cvmpmy:~ja;.dSmoos. rio pre-
Sentedthebnitlfenwitb a US. Ftag .

lhai"wa.s"'~oWna~vet th~ U.S.
Capitol " -'."::'~"~ ,- , '

. LOOlted.in!: {leW ~al puk

mi.. off 3hili(~d;"SterliDg's
neigbbo~ jncliidePee:rless Tools

and PT1 Industries, which began
co~ I!Ola3t month. It wu just

~}l}o1nhs~ago- on July 18- that
ground was- broken for S~'$
faCility ::' ~"'i,~:,",'r-

"W~;want to commmd-theToWn '

of r;fietd for puttinglhiS on 'me
faSt-track," said Greg Caravella.., "

"We had aChristmas date wew~t-:"i)
, ed to start movin&'~,~ it hatr':~;

pened.""'_~~"-':'~~:~~~~:~. -,~-,,:~u'
,)"be-new:-facilitY~i~'rtbe"~-"'

.. ~-~ ~-~~--'-,-,-._-
, goOd new'3 fat Sto"~MachiI:re.'
~.1Dey recently bCcameAS9100"reg':: -

. isU:red;which is an aerosp~ qual--ily standard that-,belongsttt only
400 other companies in ~ world.
The r:gistranonViaS':arlministered..

by STR of Enfield..
Although there are no expansion

p.Ia.Ds currently ontbe table,
there is room for Sterling Machine
to grow if needed

"We made prefuniwuy pJans on

the layout so we could expand
17,000 more~fmifth.e need
\:Vet"came.," said Tom CmvelIa..
~e're lwping that happens down
the-road. but right now we're just
sett1ing into 0II['new home."


